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ERIC P. NEWMAN 
SECRETARY 


October 12, 1956 


Mr. Chester B. Franz 
1100 No. 6th Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Dear Chester: 


Here is the letter I recently received from 
Mr. Sigler. 

In the current Numismatist he has a series 
of articles describing his odd and curious 
money. If this type of thinking interests 
you, you might contact him and you are free 
to use my name which may, or may not, be 
helpful. 


Please return this letter at your convenience. 


Sincerely yours, 
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] t Omaha Public Library, Omaha, Nebraska 
HALL Reference Library, St. Paul, Minn. 


- Hovember 20, 1956 


New York City Public Libary 
Fifth Avenue at 2nd Strect . 
New York, New York 


Gentlemens 





T am endéavoring to Leeeus two pitidAeain Colonial 
pamphlets, the place of publication and the authors 
of which are unknown, One is entitled "On the 
Scarcity of Copper Goin" published in 1739, 18 
pages long. The other is entitled "Some Cautions 
Concerning the Copper Coin" published in 1751, 19 
pages longs Would it be possible for you to see 
whether you have either of these two items. 


These, ‘apparently, are not listed in gt but 
are listed in "Numiomatic Bibliography 
Py 0, Sigler (1951) which indicates Wah te cweken 
your library. The items are aigved. as 3064 and 
3096 in his bibliography. 

~~ Any help you ean give me in locating these items 
will be seg dul much agitate 


Sineerely YOUursy 


toy eg ‘ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN/ath 





“anes 
hie 
_—sS 


Omaha Public Library, Omaha, Nebraska _ 


Hill Reference Library, St. Paul, Minn. 


Wovenber 20, 1956 


New York City Public Library 
Fifth Avenue at h2nd Strect 
New York, New York 


Gentlemen: 


“I am endeavoring to locate two American Colonial 
pamphlets, the place of publication and the authors 
of which are unknown, One is entitled "On the 
Scarcity of Copper Coin" published in 1739, 15 
“pages long. The other is entitied "Some Cautions 
Concerning the Copper Coin" published in 1751, 19 
pages long. Would it be possible for you to se¢ 
whether you have either of these two items, 


These, apparently, are not listed in Evans but 
are listed in "Numismatic Bibliography", by 
P. 0, Sigler (1951) which indicates that he checked 
your library. The items are listed as 306 and 
3096 in his bibliography. 
Any help you can give me in locating these items 
will be very much appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, WEWMAN 
BPN/atb 


“flovenber 26, 1956 





tee Gelerharte O» Sigler 
. A Shaw Avenue 

PaaS Meadowood 

_... Silver Spring, Maryland 


bear Colonel Siglers 


In your Numismatic Bibliography you list ac Item 2965 and 


- Them. 3096, a pamphlet entitled "Some Cautions concerning 


the Copper Coin", 1751, 19 pages, no author, I am unable 

to find this pamphlet anywhere, as yet, and am hoping that 
you might be able to tell me where you might have located 

a reference +o it, $I have written to the Library of Con 
gress, the New. York Public Library, The American Antiquarian 
Society, the Omaha Public Library, the Hill Reference Library 
and Harvard University, Do you have any list of notes indi- 
cating where the reference to this item was found? It strikes 
me that it might have been published in Boston, Any help 
which you can give me “ee ise line will be very mueh 
appreciated, 


T do remember neeting you 20 years ago and thought you would 

have FOr Reh ton Me, 

One of the major bestGeavsks I believe you have made to 
American nunismaties is your excellent group of footnotes 
Gn all of the articles you have written, primarily, the 
series which ran in The Coin Collector's Journal, on the 

coinage of early America, I often use 4% when endeavoring 

to work out a preblens 


I mereeey hope ty continue  vigoroueay wi ogee writing. 


Ss Afuaorely yours, 


- ERIC P, NEWMAN 


RPu/atb — 





JAMES JEROME HILL REFERENCE LIBRARY 
SAINT PAvL, MINNESOTA 


RUSSELL F. BARNES, 
LidBRARIAN 


November 26, 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


I am sorry but we are unable 
to provide any information about the 
two pamphlets in which you are inter- 
ested. It was fortunate for us that 
you wrote because we had missed the 
Sigler bibliography, and can now order 
it. We are not strong in numismatics 
but we try to collect bibliographies 
that are important in all fields of 
knowledge. 


Sincerely yours, 


Russell F. Barnes 
RFB/f Librarian 
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December ll, 1956 






eo Riphord L Bowen 
_ (173 Golumbus Avenue 
Fs Pawbecket, Rhode Teiland - 


: Dear Mr. Dawens 


r 4 am working on a monograph covering che REOEE AES SD: coinages 
of early Anerica, 


- One pabttouler subject which I have been sppntieabiae is the 
- @ounterfeiting of English halfpence in America, {These became 
. known as Bungtown tokens, The word Bungtown is an Americanism 
| which was commonly used in New England as early as 1787 and 
Aig said to have referred to Barneyville which is allezed to 2 
rte be a village in Rehoboth, Massachusetts. (Bartlett, Dictionary 
~~. @f Americanisms). I have a newspaper extract from the Plymouth 
~* «Journal of January 10, 1786,which indicates that counterfeiting 
. of English hbalfpence took place at Rehoboth in 1786. That is 
+  $he only writcen evidence T have of such counterfeiting and 
~ > og eapy is enclosed. It seems to have been done by coppersmiths 
ams and apparently continued uniaterrupted for seve ral years. | 


ae Se 9 | view of the fact that: you devoted a great deal of time to 
the counterfeiting of Coloniel currency in Rehoboth during — 
the early part of the eighteenth century I .am wondering if you 
'. have any information ag to this counterfeiting of coin, I am 
anxtous to get any information on that subject and on any 
information eonnerning the application of the vord Bungtown. 











fou: had a book in preparation on the documentary history of 
Rehoboth and I presume it is not as yet published. Possibly 
you have a file concerning this information already. Is there 
* any newspaper which might have information concerning this 

- gounterfeiting?. I would be very much interested in hearing 
from you as te bahia. source of bs cerns ae on this — 
ppmetters. be 


er will be erates for any help which you can give ee 
| Cs 2m oak sgiauctttpe: Leone ls 


Ps f 
| ae 
QO; iy bE [| CATHERINE BEAL 
/ a a u LC Ll rary SUPERVISOR, ADULT SERVICES 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


ARTHUR H. PARSONS, JR., DIRECTOR 
December 17, 1956 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc, 
lOO Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


The Omeha Public Library does not have the 
two American Cclonial pamphlets, mentioned in 
your letter to us of November 20th. We suggest 
that you write to Mr. P. 0. Sigler whose address 
is as follows: 


Col. Phares 0. Sigler 
Shaw Avenue and 2 Farm Drive 
Meadowood, Silver Spring, Maryland 


We are sorry to be so long in answering your 
letter, but we had a little delay in locating 


Col. Sigler's address, If we can help you further 
in your search, please write again. 


Very truly yours, 


CE Bal 


Catherine Beal, 
Supervisor, Adult Services. 


CBsvm 


Your Public Library Is Yours 1 Use It 1 Support It 


t- After-5“days, return to 









COATED TEXTILE MILLS, INC., eS GTY 
“Columbus & York Aves., ten at ind MAY 20 
PAWTUCKET, R. I. 6 

2 1957, 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 








BOWEN FARM 


Rehoboth, Massachusetts 


20 May 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newmans 


Please accept my apologies for not promptly answering 
your letters. I am in my 80th year and am devoting every 
minute of my time to the writing of three books, the first 
to be published on July lst, 


I know nothing about the counterfeiting of copper coin 


in the latter part of the 18th century. My research has been 
confined to the 17th and first half of the 18th century. I 


am sorry that I cannot help you. 
Sy 
Raut. 


Richard LeB, Bowen 


Sincerel 6) 


RLBsir 


Ya 


September 28, 1959 


New York Historical Society 
170 Central Park West 

New York City, New York 
Gentlemen: 


You have the Newport Mercury (Rhode Island) for 


August 13, 1789. On page 3, column 2, there is 


an article about coppers in New York being set 
at 160 for a dollar. Would you be kind enough 

to send me a photostat of this article, for which 
an incompleted cheek is enclosed. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC. P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


FOUNDED IN 1804 


R. W. G. VamL 170 CENTRAL Park WEST James J, HEsLin 


Associate Director 


New York 24,N. Y. and Librarian 
October 8, 1959 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In reply to your letter of September 28, 1959, our Newspaper 
Librarian advises that the Newport Mercury, a weekly, was issued 
on August 12, 1789 and not on August 13. In the issue of August 
12 there is an article entitled "Bank of New York, August 4, 1789" 
in which rates of exchange for foreign currency are listed but 
there is no mention concerning "coppers." The preceding issue, 
that is August 5, has an article entitled "Coppers" in which is 
stated that the Common Council of New York City in July 21, 1789 
recommended to the inhabitants of New York City that they receive 
and pay coin at the rate of 48 coppers for one shilling. The 
issue of August 19, 1789 has a poem which satirizes the action in 
changing the value of coppers entitled "The Coppers Done Over." 
This satire was from a Philadelphia paper but there is no specific 
mention of New York in the poem. 


Any one of the articles listed can be supplied in photostat 
for $1405 which includes handling and postage charges, or for 70¢ 
apiece plus a total handling and postage charge of 35¢. 


Meanwhile we are returning your check and we will undertake 
to supply you with whatever photostat you decide you want. 


Sincerely yours 
j = - Heslin 


Associate Director and Librarian 
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VC Mevibed is iiais 


New Tork Historical Sosiety 
- L70 Central Park West vy 
‘New York City, New. Toe 


Attention: MPs Heslin 
Gentlemens 


I am embarrassed thet in my Loveey of Sebtanba x 
28, 1959 I made an error and thus caused you 
‘extra trouble as indicated in your letter of. 
October 8, 1959, however, you found something | 
which I did not know bina and all +e well that 
ends well. 


The Newport siseuny. (anon Aaland for the . 
date of August 13, 1767 instead of 1789 and the 
excerpt about coppers is supposed. to be on page 
3 colamn 2. May I have a’ photostat, or, if it 
is.quite short, you might me dy. copy he 


I would alec ‘lke: ‘to have a photostat of the tase’ 
"fhe Coppers Done Over" which your librarian p 
found in the Meare of Augast 19,: 1789. : 


‘Your Kin dead: is very uneh appreciated and a 
apologize, again, for the error by mes 






a Feh 
4 


Aw check is enolosed which you. can £421 out ae 
desired. 


yf 


a, 





‘ 





July 21, 1960 


Dear Damon, 


The enclosed correspondence has 
greatly upset me and I wonder 

if you would recheck your source 
for your statement on page 
numbered 17. I will be very 
grateful. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 


j eae te 





The Deaih of the Red Cent, 

On Monday last, the old-teshioned nec | 
breathed its laat. ‘Ze Rot cat mort | Vive fe fo 
expressed the unceasing altribute of rege’ pow 
Bo with our coin; “The Uentis dead! Loug Uy 
the Gent!” The old Bed Cent +s sacossdad | 
i the founder of a new dynmasty—a dirty, tarnigiiod 
| affair, which seams to have a little brass, bitty 
{ as much as @ pure Corinthian ought to hav 

With the fniroduction of tbia composite, copper 

eases io be an article of currency, and a syni- 

nyin very populer must go out of existence. 
The Cent is a coin, bum Gle as.it is, which plays 

10 Veitoportant part in the history of life. To 

infaney and childhood % fg an object of reapect, | 
.; eagerly coveted. It has the magic power of 

' transtontation into Candy or cakea; and even one | 
: gpecimen of this coinage will satiefy the moderate | 
| avarice Of juvenility, and constitute onormous . 
, wealth, Through life the Cent plays an active | 
} part in eimost overy transaction of imporianes. | 
| Ag the lowest American representative of value, 
| ii goes frets hand fo hond, chenging ebout with 
overy transmutation ef business. The milkman 
cieea it for the “penn’orth” which he desls 
is 8t the dwelling of humble industry; the. 
| sewsboy cherishes it aa s representative of intel- 
ligenee and enterprize; the miser rigidly insists 
| upon receiving it in the “change” due him in bis 
‘art worldly negotiation—aend when. he dies, it 
lies upon the eyelid never to be opened again, 

The earliest monetaty want of the American 
colonies ‘was amtall-coin, and the fra settlers 
wore compelled to ‘aceépt the Indian warpum 
and other began ie Impeiled by necessity, 
| the province of North: Carolina strack pieces of 
| brass, and Yirginiaof-copper. A person named 
| Woed contracted with thie English Mint to furn- 
| ish th6 cotonists with copper or bronze coins. In 
1722~'23 he made a Jarge number of pieces called 
the “Rosa. Americame.” They have busts of 
George the Firet, and on the reverse a tugs, and on 
some arose and crown; they bre now vory tare. 

Virginia struck half-pemce in i773, OA 
them “ Georgius Il. Res,” with» leureated bust 
—ond on the reverse miiginin” ith ee # ctownhed 
ornamenitel shield. « “The. fories of Georgis, In” 

1277, struck pieces bearing » ust of George ITL,. 
with the motte “Georg a “Triampho,” snd 6a 
the reverse‘ Voee 1777". These served a a 
purpose, bab English farfhings: “end bulf-pence 
were the chief copper pieces in circulation 4 < 
the Ameritan Bevolution. Aa soon a8 peace.was_ 
declared, the gfadual inyprov: nt in busines, 
led-to w mecessity for obi, Ppeoan tome 
were not in very good rep pe upriey of | 
the bitter. epicit, of oghility called into. aption 
by the war.: Toe deormnee eens 
caneoppers, In Fvss, 

a portrait bust of 6 c owned: perioti 
pitcouigian by the load, ashingtos an. 
dependenea/’-wag sirnok in: Bnglend, by ane 
Hantock, of Fraieroed and mombors of them 
were sen€ to this’ ‘county, ‘THs reverse Waa’ s 
wreeth containing, the worde "One Cent,” en- 
circled by “ United States of American.” Auother 
copper, also strack in Hagland, has a laurel head. | 
and bust in dan costuing, With the words: 
“Washington “and Independence, 1733.” The | 
reverse hes a figure tepresenting America seated, | 
holding the pele’ and } tap oxtemiing an. 
olive branch, ‘with’ the ‘tegen; “Gnited States.” 
Another copper, having au, ey@ in thé centre, 
surrounded with reya and thitkeén stars—the in- 
scription ‘(Nove Constelatie;” om the -réverze, 

“Libertas Justitia; 1783; the letters “U8 fo 
the centre of a wreath—Was also 6f English origin. 


Tneited by the- Bppearence of these ‘illegs! mib- 
stitutes’ ‘for a currefivy, some of tho sévareign 
States determined to exercise the franchige. of 
coinage. - Gonnecticyt Ied the way with what 
was at the time called “the Bingtown copper.” 
They contained a Inurested buaé, baying i above it 
« Auctori Colfineo.” vot Copnectiout— 
on tbe reveiae Liberty seated, and the soit 
tion sae et ei ‘date 1735." Tie V 
penny, 1738, wes sitnilar, au futing a Verao: a 
Auctori” for tabanchar ieee Rew 
| Jersey, in- ‘L737, put out. the pices yah common, | 
having & ‘horte’s head abeve a plow, with” tha 

inscription “ Nova | 
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the eislicniaite surmou by: e—motto, 
“Excelsior, 17870 - Another, 2 j  Yorie @opper 
has Justice seated,, nyobte, “ 1% Columbia, 1 
1787 7” reverse, an- pole fir “We. Sided rh 


Dnum.” eve a stg 
ew Nes eve and i Fico in 


yolution. A. bead, 






Washington, is Aire the, ie 
* yy rite ee at OO ¥ 


Virtute Vict? “He “ce ers by virtue, not 
fores. The reversd: Hess: rongh figareof awo- 
man seated one patieled pedewial, having the 
liberty pole’ abd tag) Bolding « balance by ber 
right hand, motip, . Neo  Ebotecensis-New 
York.” During. the time of the Gonfederstion, the 
Congress authoriead the emission of & copper coin 
having curious devices. On one sid ere thirteen 
links in wreath shape, A sun shining upon the 
earth is accompanied by the motte “ Fugio”— 
fy; whilet upon the other side. is the homely 
motto, “ Mind your own business.” 
Various other copper pieces were issued at this 
(ime, having devices of links, portraits of Wash- 


an il cc aarti ele a aaa 


ington, ete., and many of them are now called , 


“ Washingion pennies,” somewhat improperly. 
The real “ Washington pennies” are those struck 
ai the United States Mint in 1791 and 1792. The 
first has’ a portrait bust iu the Continental cos- 
fume, encircled by the words, “ Washington, 

President ;” on the reverse a sproad eagle alter 
the Russien fashion, grasping the olive branch 
and arrows. In the beak a riband having the 


words, “Unum E Pliribue;” on the breast a | 
shield with stripes, but without stara;  Ons”' 


Gent” appearing above all. This coin was struck 
as an experiment. Washington disapproved of 
it, but the Mint authorities were persevering. ln 
1792 « die was prepared for another Washington 
peany, with a bust portrait, and the legend “G, 
Washington, President 1, 17925” on the reverse 
aneagle withexpanded wings ; fifteen stars above 
the bead. This coin was never authorized by 
Government, although copies of it, and the penny 
of 1791, are to be found in the cabinets of exten- 
sive coin collectors... Whilst mentioning this 
matter of “ Washington pennies,” it is curious 


thet two, bearing unmistakable marks of their 
English parentage, Were issued even after the | 


United States Mint was in operation. One of 
these bas a head of Washington ; on the reverse, 
Liberty and Security,” date 1795; on the other 
side a shield, surmounted by a fying eagle, and 
on the edge, “ Payable at London, Liverpool or 
Bristol,” date 1795, Another has the portrait 
bust, inseription “ Washington, President ;” on 
ihe other side a vessel under sail; inscription 


“half perry, 1795,” and on the edgs, * Payable | 


in Anglesy, london or Liverpool.” 
in 179% the first Cent regularly issued by the 


Vederal Government appeared, having an ideal | 
fom@le head, represonting the Goddess of Liberty, 


the hair strewming wihdig as if blown cut by the 
wing, % pole berne over the shoulder with a 
iberiy cap. This piece was the first in the auc 











eeasion of ibe Red Canta; the Ime of which ix now 
loced. It Was vaceceded hy a device of 4 bust, 
whieh the streswing heir wae réstreined dew 

. decemt plainness by the cepiof Linerly whic 
vlaced on tite heed, te 0 the anceeaded the 
at with the ber claseieal! sed, and Kant 
by a fiifet, Om whick “ese the word hd 
herty, fo this decent dress sha Red Cent meat 
ts fat Dare tha war-with J npienid the sop 
per _Gunage amalh We dppeniied on Bu: 


gland at thet ‘nae: planghela,or the. amogtn 


disks ready for eoinage.. ‘Thevcowsequence is 
that Cents of 1815 sreso be Rapes avnigar 
idea bas become prevalent ‘the reason ‘was 
because.e portion of gold fall Sp sania 
mixed with the copper. Fe 
The substitution of & ploce, ‘ 
pelly of nickel, will. lig tof 
comraonest coin. Thee: sn} not. : 
but is made up from designs formerly - ja orig 
ence. The fying eagle dollar of 1896 furtiishes | 
the design for the bird. The 
piece contributes the wreath which encizsles, ‘the 
words One Cent.” The post of ongraver st the 
Mint is » sinecure. Tt ia @ pity that pester 
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THE WHALING MUSEUM 
COLD SPRING HARBOR, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 11724 


Welcome aboard! Many of you — no doubt — are wondering why a 
museum devoted to whaling is located here in a port as small as Cold 
Spring Harbor, some 100 miles from open sea. 


Surprisingly enough, our little town was once a thriving whaling port, 
during the years 1836 to 1862, when the small Cold Spring whaling fleet, 
consisting of nine ships, sailed to virtually every ocean of the world in 
search of whale oil and bone. In those days, Route 25A, which runs past 
the museum, was called “Bedlam Street,” and legend reveals that it received 
this curious name because of the riotous behavior of the returning whale- 
men on their first few nights back in home port. 


The Whaling Museum Society, Inc., was organized in 1936 by a 
small group of local citizens, who were interested in preserving the maritime 
heritage of the community, and after a long and difficult building cam- 
paign, the Whaling Museum finally opened in 1942, with one of the 
founders, Dr. Charles H. Davenport, as its first curator. 


GULDE: 10 THE BAe Pets 


THE CHARLES H. DAVENPORT ROOM (ENTRANCE): 


Entering the museum — just to the left — you will see our most out- 
standing exhibit, a fully-equipped whaleboat, just as it swung from a 
whaleship, ready to be lowered and rowed off in pursuit of an elusive whale. 
This particular boat was originally used on the 1912-1913 voyage of the 
New Bedford whaling brig Daisy, and was presented to the Society in 
1936 by a scientist who sailed on that voyage, Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy. 


Other interesting exhibits in the Davenport Room include a perfectly 
detailed model of the New Bedford whaling bark Bartholomew Gosnold, 
which stands in the center of the room. The cases to the right contain some 
excellent examples of whalecraft — the harpoons, lances and cutting imple- 


ments used by the whalemen — and clothing and toilet articles which 
belonged to local whalers. One harpoon, belonging to the Cold Spring 
whaling bark Alice is especially fascinating, for it was found embedded 
in a whale taken many years later by the San Francisco whaleship 
Andrew Hicks. 


Just to the rear of the cases is the skull of a killer (orca) whale which 
washed ashore — off Orient Point, Long Island, about thirty years ago. 
Note the savage teeth, which have been known to take a good sized seal 
in one lusty bite. Above the skull there is a framed original of an Admiralty 
chart of Cold Spring Harbor as it appeared in Revolutionary War times, 
and just to the right there is a group of pictures of a large whale which 
washed ashore — five miles from here — about 20 years ago. 


Our little Ship’s Store — to the very rear of the room — sells copies 
of our publications on whaling, scrimshaw and Cold Spring Harbor, as 
well as numerous whaling souvenirs and keepsakes. There is a large trypot, 
originally used aboard a Cold Spring whaleship, just to the left of the store. 
These huge cauldrons were used to boil the whale’s blubber and render 
the oil. 


Next to the trypot a fine specimen of a narwhal tusk is mounted on 
the wall. A narwhal is a whale, known by legend as the “unicorn of the 
sea,” for one of its two teeth, through the mysterious process of evolution, 
has developed into a spiraled tusk that attains up to eight feet in length. 


The walls of the Davenport Room are filled with numerous old prints, 
maps and photographs of whales and whaling, and our extensive local 
collection of whalecraft is mounted on racks at each end of the room. 


THE WALTER K. EARLE ROOM (NORTH ROOM): 


The three contemporary paintings of the principal figures in the Cold 
Spring Whaling Company, John H. Jones, his brother, Walter Restored 
Jones, and Richard M. Conklin dominate the room. To the right of the 
paintings there are photographs of the founders and past curators of the 
museum, while several interesting paintings and prints are mounted to 
the left, including a primitive painting of a whaleship on a seaman’s chest 
lid and a beautiful old pine overmantel — a primitive of a whaling action 
scene — from an old Cape Cod farmhouse. 


The display cases in this room contain probably one of the finest 
collections of scrimshaw in this country, representing a definitive collection 
of over four hundred pieces, of practically every form of the whaleman’s 
folkart, including engraved bone and teeth, utilitarian items for use aboard 
ship, household items for the kitchen and sewing box, busks which were 
used to stiffen ladies’ foundations, as well as canes and many other novelties. 


In other cases, there is an excellent collection of navigation instruments, 
which includes compasses, sandglasses, spyglasses, sextants, octants and 


the like. There are several interesting figureheads in this room, including 
one reputed to have originally come from the whaleship Oliver H. Perry, 
as well as several contemporary whaleship models and ships-made-in-bottles. 
One case, along the right rear wall, contains an excellent diorama of the 
New Bedford whaleship Charles W. Morgan, with her boats lowered in 
pursuit of whales in the South Pacific Ocean. 


The Earle Room also houses — temporarily — the nucleus of our 
growing library, which consists of some five hundred books and pamphlets 
on the biological, historical and statistical aspects of whaling, as well as a 
number of log books of several Nineteenth Century whaleships, including 
one local item from the bark Alice. One non-whaling item, the log of the 
Cold Spring ship John H. Jones, relates a mid-Nineteenth Century voyage 
on which a number of former slaves sailed from the United States bound 
for a new colony in Liberia, off the West Coast of Africa. 


THE BACHE BLEECKER ROOM (WEST ROOM): 


The case to the left houses an outstanding collection of American 
Nineteenth Century glass bottles, including several local Cold Spring 
Harbor examples, while the case at the opposite side of the entrance 
contains a fine collection of seashells, which have been said to have been 
brought back from the South Seas by local whalemen. 


The cases along the west wall contain natural history specimens, 
including whalebone, a fierce shark’s jaw, a sawfish and swordfish bill and 
a whale’s inner ear bone; by-products of the whaling industry, including 
specially refined oils and waxes; whale oil lamps; and a representative 
collection of whaling documents — some local — including whalemen’s 
shipping papers, account books and other shipboard records, as well as a 
contemporary diary kept by a teenage girl who lived in Cold Spring 
Harbor during the zenith of the whaling period. 


The west wall has probably one of the finest collections of sailor’s 
knots that can be seen anywhere, consisting of actual examples of some 
seven hundred weaves, working splices and knots. To the left of the 
knots there is an original passport for the bark Alice, one of our Cold 
Spring whaleships, issued in 1830, before she belonged to Cold Spring, 
and signed by Andrew Jackson, President of the United States, and Martin 
Van Buren, Secretary of State. 


On the south wall there are several documents, newspaper articles 
and a medal relating the rescue of 106 persons — from a shipwreck in the 
Indian Ocean — by the captain of the Cold Spring Harbor whaleship 
Monmouth. 


Just to the center of the room is an actual ship’s wheel, with a binacle 
before it to hold the ship’s compass, just as it was aboard the whaling ships. 
Both are local Long Island relics. 


THE CHARLOTTE H. EARLE ROOM (EAST ROOM): 


The principal exhibit in this room — and one of the major exhibits 
of the museum — is a mounted lower jawbone of a young sperm whale, 
complete with 42 teeth. It is 7 feet 3 inches long. If this whale had lived 
to maturity, the jaw would be about 17 feet long. 


There is mounted on the left hand wall a unique collection of con- 
temporary whaling photographs, mainly taken in the New Bedford area, 
donated by Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy, while the wall opposite has 
on it many interesting prints and photographs, including some local items. 


In this room, there is an interesting contemporary model of the New 
Bedford whaleship Pioneer, said to have been made by one of the ship’s 
cooks, and a perfectly detailed, fully-equipped model of a modern Azores 
Islands sperm whaleboat. 


The cases are filled with examples of the various tools used by the 
whaling ships’ mates, carpenters, sail makers and coopers (barrel makers). 
Beneath the cases there is a sole-leather trunk which was owned by 
Captain Faucon, who was master of the ship Pilgrim, which is mentioned 
in Richard Henry Dana’s classic novel, Two Years Before the Mast. 


od co od 


On the lawn in front of the building, there is a capstan, which was 
used to take in the anchor chain, a signal cannon and an old harbor light. 
The cannon is a local item, the others are not. This particular cannon 
stood on Cannon Hill, on the west side of the harbor, which was known 
as Bungtown during the whaling days, because the barrel factories, and 
the saillofts and whaling company warehouses and shops were located 
there. This cannon was used to announce the appearance of a Cold Spring 
ship as it cleared the west end of Lloyd’s Neck, so that the villagers could 
gather down at the wharf in time to greet their relatives, friends and 
sweethearts. 

ed % od 
Hours: 2 - 5 P.M., Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday and National 
Holidays, from April through November. Groups by appointment. 


Telephone 516-692-9764, or (if no answer), 516-427-G335. 33797 
Admission: Adults 50¢; children over six, 15¢. 


Membership: You are invited to become a member of the Whaling Museum 
Society and to help continue its educational work. Classes of mem- 





Acquisitions: The curator is always interested in considering donations or 
the loan of objects, prints, books, etc., related to whales and whaling. 







HARD TIMES TOKENS. 


' public, and a very large proportion of them were never presented for redemption: + 
A familiar name for all these pieces, especially the “ Not One Cent ” varieties, wag 
CNS Te ¥ Bungtown Coppers.” Several attempts at explaining the origin of this name have 
: ¥ X been given (See the Journal, January, 1875), and some of my correspondents have 
e epithet in their letters, but nothing satisfactory has been proposed. 
e = See hg suggestion is that the name has a humorous allusion 

























he accompanying ‘cut explains the references by Taanen in the following 
yi BORDERS descriptions, to the different styles of 
borders and edges. The planchets are : 
often not “ well centered.” j 
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AS IT SOMETIMES jj 


APPEARS Bs Bese a + 
The metals are designated as follows: —R, Silver; &, Conauee B, Brass 
metal. The size is given in millimeters. (See baci of title for Sealey vc 


1832. 





1. Obv. ANDREW JACKSON: Head r. Rev. ** THE BANK MUST PERiste ee ; 
Within a wreath of olive and oak leaves THE | UNION | MUST AND | a ae rep 
SERVED Mecsuctanrny: 5. Edge 3 Mcent 4B. ae 27. . oe 
of these metals it is extremely rare. Satterlee quotes it in brass, in addition oe a 
and white metal, but I have never met with such, or learned of it elsewhere: 
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There is mentioned under the expression Bungtown in 
"Dictionary of Americanisms on Historical Principles" written 
by Mitford M. Mathews, Univ. of Chicago Press, 1951, an 
item in Newport Mereury for Aug. 13, 1787, page 3, 
column 2: 

"By a correspondent of Good Intelligence we are 

informed - that all Coppers by law in New-York 


except Bungtowns, are fixed at 160 for a Dollar", 


N.Y.Hist. Society has a copy. 


John Russell Bartlett 
A Glossary of Words and Phrases usually regarded as peculiar 
to the United States - 
also called "Dictionary of Americanisms" 


New York 18)8 


Pe 55 


BUNGTOWN-COPPER The old English half-penny, or coppere 
so called in various parts of New England. 
These flowers wouldn't fetch a bungtown copper - 


Margaret, pe 19 


The third edition of Bartlett (Boston, 1860) has the follow- 


ing revised language: 


BUNGTOWN COPPER. <A spurious coin, of base metal, a very clumsy 
counterfeit of the English halfpenny or copper. 

It derived its name from the place where it was first manu- 
factured, then called Bungtown, now Barneysville, in the town 
of Rehoboth, Mass. The Bungtown copper never was a legal coin. 
The British halfpenny or copper was. The term is used only 


in New England. 
Margaret 


(citation of 3 uses) Biglow Papers 


Doesticks 


Thos. L. Elder Sale 
of Henry ©. Miller Collection 
May 26, 1920 


130 
PENNSYLVANIA HALF PENCE AND FARTHINGS. 


Commonly known as "Bungtowns." Made in England in Imitation 
of Various European and English coins, bearing chiefly the heads 
of George II and III. Some are satird esl or humorous in type 
and inscription. The series has. been treated by both Messrs. 
Crosby Atkins and L. H. Low. The following is one of the 
largest collections, and one of the finest, ever offered in 
American sales. They circulated largely among the early German 
colonists in the eastern part of the state, in fact the 
cataloguer has hardly met with a single example in Western 
Pennsylvania, where he resided for many yearse And a good many 
of them never left England. On duly 1h, 1781, Joseph Reed, 
President of the Supreme Executive Council of the Commonwealth, 
issued a proclamation stating that "divers ill-disposed persons 
have manufactured or imported into this State quantities of base 
metal, in the similitude of British half pence, but much inferior 
in value and: weight to genuine British half pence to the great 
depreciation of that coin, the injury of the community in general, 
and the poor in particulare--and we have, therefore, thought proper 
to prohibit and do hereby strictly enjoin all officers---not to 
receive such base coin in any payments, whatsoevere=-and do earn- 
estly recommend to all the faithful inhabitants of this State to 
. réfase it in paymente--and to make due inquiry after offenders 


in the premises, that they may be brought to speedy and condign 


-2= 


punishment." Mr. A. R, Frey, a well known writer on numismatic 
topics, in his Dictionary of Numismatic Terms, state in speak~= 
ing of the word "Bungtown,”™ that it is a name given to clumsy 
imitations of the English half pennies, which circulated exten- 
sively in Pennsylvania and other states in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century. The name is probably derived from the 


slang term 'to bung=---meaning to cheat or deceive'", 
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